NIKKO

A Journey to an Enchanting Land Begins
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Nikko National Park

Formed by volcanic activity approximately
20,000 years ago, Nikko’s majestic landscape
features toWering mountains, pristine lakes, cas-
cading waterfalls, wetlands, and dense forests.
Recognized for its ecological significance, it was
desighated as a National Park in 1934. The
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Since the late Nara period (710-794) or even earlier, Mt. Nantai in Okunikko has been revered as ' 5
a sacred mountain. Nikko developed as a spiritual center after the Buddhist priest Shodo Shonin
pioneered the area, establishing it as a holy site. Nikko-zan Rinno-ji Temple and Nikko Futarasan-jinja
Shrine, both of which revere Mt. Nantai as a sacred being, preserve the history of Nikko’s

g bl a . na| - deep-rooted mountain worship traditions.

IIHH-H_; Nikko=zan Rinno-ji Templefaiydin,Mausoleum In 1617, Nikko Toshogu Shrine was built to enshrine Tokugawa leyasu (1542-1616), the

' ' founder of the Edo Shogunate. The magnificent architecture and elaborate decorations seen

today were crafted during a major renovation in 1636 under the third shogun, Tokugawa lemitsu

(1604-1651), who gathered the finest artisans from across Japan. Later, in 1653, lemitsu’s own

mausoleum, Taiyuin, was completed.

These three sacred sites, known as “the Shrines and Temples of Nikko,” were recognized
for their historical and cultural significance and designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
1999. Today, they continue to attract visitors from all over the world.
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The Beauty of the Four Seasons

Nikko’s seasons bring vibrant and dramatic transformations. In spring (late
March to early May), cherry blossoms bloom across the region, with oppor-
tunities to enjoy illuminated nighttime sakura. Summer (June to August)

A Beloved Resort Destlnatlon for the World a - : blankets the mountains in lush greenery, providing ideal conditions for

adventure activities. Autumn (September to November) is particularly

In the modern era, Nikko’s breathtaking nature and rich history caught the attention of Western : = renowned for its spectacular autumn foliage, creating mesmerizing scen-
visitors, establishing the area as a popular summer retreat. In 1873, NIKKO KANAYA HOTEL, Es e _ s ery. Winter (late December to February) welcomes snow activities, and the
Japan’s oldest Western-style resort hotel, opened its doors, and Okunikko soon became dotted : ' illuminated snowy landscapes at night offer an enchanting experience.

with vacation villas belonging to foreign diplomats. Many of these historic landmarks remain and
can be seen today. Continuing its legacy as an international resort, the city welcomed The
Ritz-Carlton, Nikko in 2020, further cementing its status as a world-class travel destination.

NIKKO KANAYA'HOTEL 4 itz Italian E@assy Villa Memorial Park I o : 1 S in Iver oat T 43 Night Hanami in.Kinugawa'Onsen




Create Lifelong Memories
with Your Loved Ones

Beyond historic sites and breathtaking nature, Nikko
offers plenty of fun activities to enjoy with your family and s
friends. At Edo Wonderland Nikko Edomura, where the
streets of the Edo period are recreated, transform yourself
into a samurai or ninja, while Tobu World Square showcases
miniature replicas of world-famous landmarks, perfect for
capturing unique photos. Additionally, you can experience
seasonal activities such as skiing, snowshoeing, and
strawberry picking during the winter months.
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Yunishigawa Onsen

Yumoto Onsen

A Blissful Time to Relax in Nature

Strawberry Picking 4. b . ; Nikko City is also a popular hot spring resort destination close to Tokyo. Among the
‘ ' resorts, Kinugawa Onsen is one of Japan’s most renowned hot spring destinations, offering
the ultimate experience of soaking in an open-air bath while admiring the grandeur of the
surrounding gorge. Additionally, Yunishigawa Onsen and Okukinu Onsen Village, nestled
deep in the mountains, provide a rustic charm and the opportunity to enjoy open-air
baths with breathtaking snowy landscapes. Yumoto Onsen in Okunikko is known for its
milky-white sulfur waters, which are said to have healing properties for various
ailments. For over 1,250 years, it has been soothing visitors with its therapeutic benefits.

Kinugawa Onsen

Flavors Crafted by Local Blessings and History

When it comes to food that encapsulates the history and natural charm of
Nikko, “yuba” stands out. Made from soy milk and Nikko’s famously pure
water, yuba is said to have spread as an offering to temples and shrines, and
also as an ingredient in shojin ryori (traditional vegetarian cuisine). Moreovet,
the high-quality water from this area is the source of many Nikko delicacies,
including soba noodles, kakigori shaved ice, and local sake. Additionally,
around Yunishigawa Onsen, there is a culture of enjoying meals around a tradi-
tional irori sunken hearth, where you can savor irori-cooked dishes in inns that
exude an ancient atmosphere.

Yuba Dishes

Getting Closer to Nikko’s History

For those eager to explore Nikko’s rich history and culture, joining a
guided tour led by local experts around the World Heritage sites is highly
recommended. You can also try your hand at Nikko-bori, a traditional - x ] LA 3 » ¥
woodcarving craft representative of Nikko, with roots tracing back to the ) & F 3 KakigorifMade fromiNikko's Natural Ice
artisans who worked on the carvings of Toshogu Shrine. Experience the - -— : A '
intricate craftsmanship firsthand and create your own Nikko-bori piece as
a special keepsake from your journey.

Local

Delicacies
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INiKkozbori.(Traditional Woodcarving)

World Heritage Guided Tour

Irori Cuisine



Access to Nikko

COnven | ent Yunishigawa-onsen

H [ |
Ab°”tf%nqours direct aCCESS | avajmmots
MDY Thowhidol il UL, |

. OYunishigawa-onsen| Short walk Kinugawa-onsen
Tobu-nikko!Sta- GKawaji-yumoto Sta.

STk —/
. P In-fujiwara
JR NikkoJStalh Skinigawi:onsen Sta. cood .
NG Shimoiraichi Sta. Kinugawa Line
[l

Q)
O JR Nikko Line . L
Shimo-imaichi

Gunma Pref. Utsunomiya M 7o Nikko Line
JR/Tobu H o
Kita-Kanto direct limited express Tochigi
P Omiya ﬂ

Tohoku Kita-senju

Expressway Ikebukuro r
Shinkansen

Kita-Kanto H

Tobu Skytree Line
Shinjuku Tokyo
Saitama
Pref. JR Yamanote Tokyo Skytree Narita
Line, etc. I Express
Hamamatsucho Asakusa ™=  Oshiage
H I Toei Asakusa Line
Narita
== Shinagawa Sky Access Line
I Keikyu Line
Tokyo Monorail
4 Haneda Airport 4 Narita Airport

From Tokyo to Nikko
New Limited Express SPACIA X

A new limited express launched by Tobu Railway in 2023, connecting Asakusa Sta-
tion with Tobu-nikko Station and Kinugawa-onsen Station in about two hours. The
train features uniquely designed interiors and six different types of seats, including
private rooms and sofa seats. Car 1 includes a cafe with food and drinks that reflect
the charms of the areas along the line.

From Shimo-imaichi Station to Kinugawa-onsen Station
SL Taiju (SL Taiju Futara)

Experience a retro journey on a steam locomotive train. It’s a unique opportunity to
interact with local residents, who may wave to you along the way. Shimo-imaichi
Station also has a nostalgic atmosphere, with an SL exhibition hall on site. Two
trains operate: “SL Taiju” running between Kinugawa-onsen Station and
Shimo-imaichi Station, and “SL Taiju Futara” running between Tobu-nikko Station
and Shimo-imaichi Station / Kinugawa-onsen Station.

Nikko Official Guide
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